199.   APPEAL TO BOMBAY CITIZENS

November 19, 19211

MEN AND WOMEN OF BOMBAY,

It is not possible to describe to you the agony I have suffered
during the past two days. I am writing this now at 3.30 a.m.
in perfect peace. After two hours' prayer and meditation I have
found it.

I must refuse to eat or drink anything but water till the Hindus
and Mussulmans of Bombay have made peace with the Parsis,
the Christians and the Jews, and till the non-co-operators have made
peace with the co-operators.

The swaraj that I have witnessed during the last two days has
stunk in my nostrils. Hindu-Muslim unity has been a menace to the
handful of Parsis, Christians and Jews. The non-violence of the
non-co-operators has been worse than the violence of co-operators.
For with non-violence on our lips we have terrorized those who
have differed from us and in so doing we have denied our God.
There is only one God for us all, whether we find him through the
Koran, the Bible, the Zend-Avesta, the Talmud or the Gita. And
He is God of Truth and Love. I have no interest in living save
for proving this faith in me. I cannot hate an Englishman or
anyone else. I have spoken and written much against his insti-
tutions, especially the one he has set up in India. I shall continue
to do so if I live. But you must not mistake my condemnation of
the system for that of the man. My religion requires me to love
him as I love myself, I would deny God if I did not attempt to
prove it at this critical moment.

And the Parsis? I have meant every word I have said about
them. Hindus and Mussulmans will be unworthy of freedom if
they do not defend them and their honour with their lives. They
have only recently proved their liberality and friendship. The
Mussulmans are especially beholden to them, for the Parsis have,
compared to their numbers, given more than they themselves to
the Khilafat funds. Unless Hindus and Mussulmans have expressed
full and free repentance, I cannot face again the appealing eyes
of Parsi men and women that I saw on the 17th instant as I

1 This was issued as a leaflet under the caption "Mr. Gandhi's Appeal to
Bombay Citizens"; vide Navajivan, 24-11-1921.